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Thisisfrom the 2007 Fianna Fail manifesto

Special Education

We are committed to ensuring that all children receive an education that is appropriate to their needs and abilities. We recognise
that this requires a mix of different educational responses and will intensify our work to ensure that an appropriate placement is
available for every child. In government we will:
Implement the Education For Persons With Special Educational Needs Act in full, giving children with special
needs, the right to an Individual Education Plan and putting in place a new appeals procedure.
Increase the number of psychologists in the National Educational Psychological Service to 200 within three years.
Explore the potential to spread the expertise built up in special schools by developing them as centres of
excellence and outreach facilities that work with mainstream schools, with procedures for dual enrolment.
Train more speech and language and occupational therapists. The HSE will ensure that there is much greater
access to these services.

Their 2002 manifesto had the following:

EDUCATION DRIVING PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY
An Agendafor the Years Ahead

To ensure that early-education services deliver the maximum benefit for all children, we will introduce a national
early-education, training, support and certification system and expand state-funded early-education places, with
the priority being given to a new national system of funded early education for children with intellectual
disabilities and children in areas of concentrated disadvantage.

We will establish a national expert advice, oversight and provision service for special needs education by end-
2002.

Nice words, but they have had 10 years in Government and have not done anything like this.

Thisisfrom the Fine Gagl Director of Elections:

Fine Gael is committed to meeting the needs of children with an intellectual or physical disability. Our General Election Manifesto
will put forward a number of key actions which, if in Government after the election, Fine Gael will prioritise.
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Firstly, Fine Gael will ensure that every school in Ireland has access to the National Educational Psychological
Service (NEPS) so that children with special educational needs can have their needs assessed.

At present, more than half of all primary schools are not in the NEPS scheme. Schools that fall outside NEPS may
commission a small number of private psychological assessments each year, but the allocated number usually
falls far short of demand in many schools. Fine Gael will increase the number of psychologists employed by the
service, so that this service is extended to all schools.

Increased resourcing of the NEPS service will also be accompanied by new targets for the delivery of services to
children and, over the course of the term of Government, we will reduce the waiting time for a NEPS assessment
to no longer than one school term.

Secondly, following the identification of a child's individual needs, we will ensure that recommended and
necessary supports are allocated to children with special educational requirements.

Under the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act, all children with special needs should have
an education plan which details the services and supports that they require and how these will be provided. We
will streamline access to these services, making it easier for parents to access the additional help that their
children need.

Thirdly, deficiencies in the provision of Speech and Language Therapy, a service that is critical to the
development of language for some children, will be addressed.

Speech and language therapy services are currently delivered by the health service, but it is clear that there are
many competing priorities for this service at present. We will establish a separate speech and language service
for the education sector, as many children that require this therapy cannot currently access it.

Fourthly, we also recognise that, in education, a 'one size fits all' approach rarely works. For this reason, it is
especially important that the individual requirements of children with special educational needs - such as autism -
are met.

There are a number of approaches which can be taken in educating children with autism. Parents believe that special autism units
attached to mainstream schools are working well for some children, but that for others a different approach - such as the Applied
Behaviour Analysis (ABA) model — is required. Our goal will be to help all children develop to the point where mainstream education
works for them. Already, half of all children with autism who start their education in an ABA school progress to mainstream
schooling. Where a period of intensive education for children with autism is recommended by educational and psychological
professionals we will support this approach.

In Government, Fine Gael will recognise more ABA schools for funding from the Department of Education and Science, giving
children with autism who need this type of education the assistance that they are currently waiting for.

The longer-term consequences of failing to provide for children with special educational needs are serious. In Government, Fine
Gael will make it a priority to ensure that children with physical or intellectual disabilities receive the best education and best chance
to reach their full potential.

After receiving the above, the following questions were put to the Director and we received the following responses:

QL1 - Thefirst objective, getting all primary schools in the NEPS scheme, is well intentioned but seems to us would be
abit late in identifying children at need. Children do not attend primary school until the age of 5; by thistime a child
has missed at least half alifetime of intervention services. Psychological and other assessment services should be
provided at a much earlier age.

A1l - The commitment to improve the NEPS service will significantly improve access to psychological services for
children and young peoplein primary and secondary education. In addition, the Fine Gael General Election Manifesto
sets out a number of other actions regarding the provision of services to children and young people. And, in an agreed
agenda with the Labour Party, Fine Gael has committed to, amongst other actions, solving the crisisin child and
adolescent psychiatric services by increasing specialist outpatient teams by 50% and bring the established teams up to
the recommended staffing complement.

Q2 - The second objective, streamlining access to services and making it easier for parents to access help for their
children, makes a good sound hite but we wonder what does this mean and how will this be done. Would these
services be state-provided, private or a mixture? What Department(s) would they fall under, Children, Health and/or
Education? How would they be managed to ensure that all services provided to a child, whether private or public, are
donein a coordinated manor?

A2 - A key aspect of the Fine Gael approach to meeting the needs of children with autism is that we have not only
made a commitment in words — we are al so making a commitment in funding. Our financial framework for afive-year
term of office shows an increase of €45 million in funding for the education of children with autism, on top of existing
funding.

www.eli-ireland.com info@eli-ireland.com



|

Early Language Ierventiob

This extrafunding will make areal difference to children with autism. Organisationally, the Department of Education
will retain key responsibilitiesin terms of education, assessment, and a new role in speech and language therapy.
However, it is clear that a more coordinated approach is needed to ensure that, where the needs of child are being met
by a number of Departments, all agencies are working in cooperation and consultation.

Q3 - Thethird objective, creating a Speech & Language Service for the Department of Education, islong overdue. We
wonder what the specific mandate of this bureau/office/department would be. Would they provide services or
coordinate services provided by others? At what age would the provision of services start? How often, and for how
long, would therapy be provided? How will this affect Speech and Language servicesin the HSE?

A3- Speech and language therapy services have traditionally been provided by the Department of Health and Children
and, more recently, the Health Services Executive (HSE). However, this service is under huge stress, and that for this
reason many children are not gaining access to speech and language therapy at the time that they need it to support
their education and learning. We will establish a speech and language therapy service which will be focused on
meeting the speech and language therapy needs of school going children and young people within the education
system. The length of time that assistance will be awarded to children would have to be determined on a case-by-case
basis and according to need.

Q4 - Finally, the fourth objective, recognizing that ABA works, would be a giant step over the current government
stand. Would FG recognise schools such as EL | and/or continue to provide the Home Tuition Grants? Would FG
expand the mandate of the HTG to include children with Downs Syndrome, Global Development Delay and other
disorders?

A4 - Fine Gael recognizes that, in education, one size does not fit all. That is why we are committed to meeting the
individual needs of children, and why we will support intensive educational approaches— like ABA —where they are
recommended for a child by an educational or psychological professional. We will recognize more ABA schools, and
recognise their important role in providing education to children with autism.

Regarding Home Tuition Grants, Fine Gael will examine if reforms are needed here to ensure that children with
special educational needs are getting the best possible support in learning.

Thisisfrom the 2007 Labour Manifesto:

The challenge of creating a learning community is a considerable one, particularly in light of the basic problems still blighting our
education system. We have no universal pre-school education. Children with learning difficulties wait months for an assessment.

Early childhood education
We are committed to providing one year's free preschool education for all children.

Improving literacy and numeracy
Provide speech and language therapy support to schools with the greatest need to address the issue of language
delay among Junior and Senior Infants.

Carlng for Young People: Special Needs and Support Services
We will progressively increase the number of national educational psychologists to 400. These professionals will
support special needs students, their teachers and their parents, but will also underpin more general school-
based counselling and programmes addressing mental health among young people.
A full-time educational psychologist will be allocated to schools on a clustering basis.
We will ensure that the resources available to a child with special needs at primary level are also available to that
child at second level in advance of the child beginning First Year.
We recognise the success of the ABA method for many children who are on the Autistic Spectrum. We will
sanction the 12 ABA schools awaiting Department recognition and engage with parental groups who are seeking
to have early assessment and autism-specific methods supported by the state.
We will integrate the wide range of agencies and bodies providing support to children and schools into a more
coherent, user-friendly structure.

Thisisfrom the 2007 Green Manifesto:

Disability

At present, people with disabilities, 1 in 12 of the population, have had their right to be full citizens compromised, whether it be
access to employment (where up to 80% are unable to get jobs), public transport or housing. The Green Party will:

ensure that at least half of the National Disability Strategy will be implemented by 2010;
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ensure arights-based approach to disability issues;

promote Early Intervention Services for all children with special needs;

fund Pre School Support Workers for children with complex needs to allow them attend Pre School;
provide Medical cards for all children with disabilities up to 18 years.

Childcare

Our policy is about providing resources directly to parents to help them make the best choice for their children. The Green Party
will:
initiate free and universal pre-school education of 3.5 hours, five days a week for all children in the year before
they go to school

Thisisfrom the 2007 PD Manifesto:;

Progressive Democrats will develop the capacity to provide one year's free community based pre-school education initially for
children from low-income families/deprived areas with a commitment to extending it to all children over time, and will ensure an
evaluation of all the various available approaches to address special needs to ensure Irish schools promote methods that best suit
the child and reflect best international research and practice. In addition we will progress the key recommendations contained in the
“Implementation Report: Plan For The Phased Implementation of Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs (EPSEN)
Act, 2004”, namely to address:

Pre-school provision to support early intervention for all children with special education needs.
Supporting inclusive education in schools.

Support for professional training and development.

Promoting effective integration.

Developing effective appeals and mediation systems.

Planning curriculum access and support certificated progression.

Implementing review outcomes.

Supporting development of further and continuing education.

Strengthening the relevant research structures and capacity.
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